Description of the 5 Homes on the 61st Homes Tour
Presented by Green Spring Garden Club, inc.
December 3rd and December 10th, 2022
The Coke-Garrett Houser (Open December 3rd)

The Coke-Garrett House today is currently the Williamsburg home of Cliff Fleet, president, and
CEO of The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. President Fleet enjoys living in the Coke-Garrett
House and frequently walks in the Historic Area visiting with staff and guests. The family living
quarters include the west portion of the house and the upper floors of the other sections.
The Coke-Garrett House was among the first houses acquired by the Williamsburg Holding
Corporation in 1928 and the first to be restored to its eighteenth-century character. The house
is in reality, not a single house but two houses placed end to end. An office is included at the
easterly extremity, making the overall length of house and office as 108'-6". The house, while of
considerable length, is only one room in depth, receiving light from the north and the south.
When the house was taken over for restoration there were many added parts. They included a
projecting kitchen, a long rear porch and a dining room. The house represents two distinct
periods, namely, the older, west end part and the later house, accepted as of the early 19th
century. There are no records to firmly establish the age of the house and its parts. John Coke, a
goldsmith and tavern keeper, owned three lots and built the one-story house in the center in
late 1750’s-early 1760’s. He died in 1767 leaving a widow Sarah, who continued to operate the
tavern. Her son Robey repaired wagons, mounted cannons, and helved axes during the
Revolution. The Garrett family purchased the property in 1810. The two-story center portion
was built in 1836-1837, and the one-story east section was moved to the site. The brick office
built in 1810 (far right) served as Dr. Robert Garrett’s surgery after the Battle of Williamsburg in
1862. He treated the wounded of both armies here. The Greek Revival architecture of the
center section blends with the east and west wings, along with Greek Revival office.

Timson House
(Open December 3rd)

William Timson, a prosperous York County planter, built one of the oldest dwellings in
Williamsburg. He acquired lot 323 from the trustees of the City of Williamsburg and
constructed a one-story frame house in 1716.
He sold the house in 1717 to James Shields, a tailor. Shields lived in the house until 1745. The
original building was just 22 1/2 feet wide by 17’ deep with a full cellar. The original part of the
house is the center part and consists of two rooms. Shields sold the house in 1745 to James
Wray, a carpenter. Wray or his son added the west shed sometime between 1745-1772. The
house passed through many hands in the 19th century and was purchased and renovated by
Rev. W.A.R. Goodwin in 1937. His son Rutherford and wife Mary purchased the house in 1954.
Mary lived in the house after selling the house in 1969 to Colonial Williamsburg with life
tenancy.

The “Designer House” for Colonial Williamsburg for 2022-2023
The Nelson-Galt House
(Open December 3rd & 10th)

Heather Chadduck Hillegas, designer in residence, will decorate the
Nelson-Galt House; she will decorate the city’s oldest residential
building which dates back to 1695.
Chadduck Hillegas brings with her years of experience as a professional
decorator and textile designer. She also has experience with editorial
work for “Cottage Living” and “Coastal Living.”
The Designer in Residence program was established in 2019 by
Williamsburg, the licensing brand of CW. The renovation will reveal her
signature style, which is “rooted in tradition and styled for relaxed
elegance.” The goal is to reveal how a traditional interior can be
updated and made livable for today. The decoration will include Williamsburg licensed
products, as well as a mix of custom furniture commissioned by Chadduck Hillegas, as well as
antiques, art, and accessories from her personal collection.
This house is the oldest dwelling in town and among the oldest frame houses in Virginia. The
framing in the central part dates to 1695. The chimneys and flanking shed closets were added
by William Robertson, Clerk of the Council, when he bought the property in about 1709. He
appears to have moved this property to the present site in the second decade of the 18th
century. Thomas Nelson Jr. of Yorktown owned the house later in the century. Nelson signed
the Declaration of Independence, commanded forces during the Yorktown campaign and
succeeded Thomas Jefferson as Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia. Dr. Alexander Galt,
physician at the Public Hospital purchased the house in 1823.

Robert Nicolson House
(Open December 10th)

The Robert Nicolson House is one of the 88 original buildings in Colonial Williamsburg. Nicolson
was a premier tailor and merchant who provided clothing for Royal Governor Lord Botetourt
and later supplied uniforms for Washington’s Continental Army in his shop across the street
from his house. Nicolson also took in lodgers in his house. When his eldest son, William, joined
him in the tailoring business in 1774, they opened a shop on the Duke of Gloucester Street as a
better commercial location.
The house was constructed in two phases, the eastern half by 1753 and the western half by
1766. James Cogar, first Curator of Collections for Colonial Williamsburg purchased the house in
1940 and restored it as his home, retaining a significant percentage of its original fabric. It was
acquired by Colonial Williamsburg in 1964. Mr. and Mrs. Timothy J. Bentley III and their young
son currently occupy the house. The Bentleys are all Virginia natives, and Mr. and Mrs. Bentley
are alumni of the College of William and Mary. They enjoy history, antiques and supporting
preservation of all aspects of 18th century material culture.

George Davenport House
(Open December 10th)

The property was first owned by George Wythe in I749 and purchased by attorney George
Davenport in 1760. Davenport added a gambrel roof at one end separating the living quarters.
During Davenport ‘s ownership, permission from York County Court was granted for” an
occasional Worship” on the lot owned by the Davenports. The 17 men who sought this petition
had deserted from the established Church of England to worship as Presbyterians in staunchly
Anglican Williamsburg.
In 1769 the boundary between James City County and York County went through the lot then
owned by Catherine Davenport who had been renting out rooms to lodgers until her death in
1771. John Draper, a blacksmith and farrier who had come to Virginia with Royal Governor Lord
Botetourt in 1768, purchased the home in 1780.
The Draper House, though about 20’ by 66’ according to the Frenchman’s Map, evidently was
not a handsome house. John Draper had a business on Duke of Gloucester Street and during
the period January 1776 to July 1776 the government of Virginia paid cash to John Draper for
guns and sundry supplies.

